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Abstract

Abstract
Back ground: Pesticide use in most developing countries is reported to be unscientific
and unregulated, causing serious damages to the ecosystem and human health. Many
studies showed that third world countries have registered very high incidences of
pesticide poisoning, and other pesticide-related health problems mainly due to improper
handling use. Aim of the study: To assess knowledge, attitude and practice of farmers
towards the dilemma of pesticides at El-Hammam Village, Abnoub District, Assiut
Governorate. Subjects and Methods: An exploratory research design was used in this
study. The study was conducted at El-Hammam Village, Abnoub District; it is 4
kilometers to the South-East of Abnoub District. A systematic random sample technique
was used for selecting the study homes. Data collection took about 4 months starting
from the first of February until the end of May. Two tools were used in this study; the
first was the Interview Questionnaire Sheet. It included three parts: the first part was
designed to assess demographic data; the second one was designed to assess farmers'
knowledge about pesticides and the last one to assess farmers' practice of using
pesticides. The second tool was a Likert-type rating scale that was used to assess
farmers' attitude towards pesticides. Results: Results show that 31.5 % of the study
participants were aged (40- >50 years), and the majority of the studied participants
(90.2%) were married. In addition, the results show that 45.5 % of the study participants
were illiterate. On the other hand the prevalence rate of poisoning represent less than
fifth (15.0 %). The most fatalities of cases were found among human. The findings
revealed that more than half (52.0%) of the study participants had poor knowledge
about pesticides, and the majority of them (76.8 %) had a positive attitude towards
pesticides use. The study results showed that about two thirds of the study participants
(66.8%) had good practice of pesticides use. Conclusion: A statistical significant
association was found between scores of knowledge and attitude, and between scores of
knowledge and practice. Also, a statistical significant association was found between
scores of attitude and practice. Recommendations: Raising the community awareness of
the proper management of pesticides through collaborative strategies and efforts from
all concerned bodies and institutions. The programs of health education campaigns
should be organized and directed for farmers to increase their awareness of pesticides

usage, storage, hazards and safety use.
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