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Assessment of Nurses’ knowledge and Performance toward Patients
with Pulmonary Embolism in Chest Department at Assiut
University Hospitals

bstract

Pulmonary Embolism is the most common preventable cause of death among hospitalized
patients in the United States and Egypt. There are three factors responsible for the development
of DVT hence PE; venous stasis, vein injury and blood chemistry changes. It is a unique
clinical problem that requires coordination of care across multiple locations by multiple
providers. The aim of the study: is to assess nurses’ knowledge and performance toward
patients with Pulmonary Embolism. Subjects and Methods: A convenient sample of 32 nurses
working in the Intensive Care Unit of the Chest Department at Assiut University Hospitals.
Two tools were utilized for data collection; questionnaire sheet and observational checklist
sheet. This was from September 2007 until September 2008. Results showed that the majority
of the nurses (43.8%) have an age less than 20 years old, with a mean value of their age (26.39
+9.42). The majority of them (90.6%) were diploma of nurses. And (56.3%) of the nurses have
an experience less than 5 years, while not only of the study group had a relative training
courses. The majority of them had unsatisfactory knowledge (93.8%) with 2 mean value (50.90
+5.52), while only (6.7%) had satisfactory knowledge with a mean value (64.00 + 4.49). The
majority of them had inadequate performance (90.6%) with a mean value (84.68 + 14.60),
while only (9.4%) had adequate performance with a mean value (128.00 + 11.53). And there
was no significant relation between nurses' knowledge and performance. Conclusion and
Recommendations: Pulmonary Embolism is a serious problem and is one of the leading causes
of preventable deaths in hospitalized patients so the nurses have a vital role regarding care for
patients with PE and must have enough knowledge and a great impact on its prevention.
Continuous in-service-training programs are highly recommended in this specialized area to
raise the standards of nursing care given to such group of patients.



